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The Willard News 

Dear Willard Families,                                                         
   
It’s hard to believe that the school year is almost over and that      
the summer months are right around the corner! Before we conclude      
another year at Willard Elementary School, I would like to share   
some final thoughts with you regarding some of the meaningful        
experiences had by our students, staff and families. 
 
Our students have worked tirelessly this year as they participated    
in new learning across the content areas. Students were observed  
asking questions, sharing curiosities, and through inquiry, making  
meaning with lesson topics and ideas. Student discourse remained a 
priority within our building and students were continually encouraged 
to engage in conversations with peers. Importance was placed on      
allowing students to connect previous and current lesson ideas and   
develop greater conceptual understanding for lesson targets. 
 
Our staff was energetic as they participated in new learning    
throughout the year. New learning for certified staff included   
spending time working on curricular changes, integrating “play”    
within their classrooms, and reading research-based materials on    
Responsive Classroom and child development. This work will be       
continued next year as we ensure that our school and classrooms     
remain welcoming, nurturing, and kind places for children to learn, 
take risks, and grow relationships with peers. 
 
It was a pleasure having families join us this year and participate      
in PTO meetings, Field Day, concerts, and class events. As always,   
we appreciate your continued support.  I would also like to extend   
my appreciation to our PTO Executive Board and members of the   
organization. This year, our PTO successfully provided students    
with new and engaging programming, as well as purchased materials 
and seating for our classrooms. We appreciate all you do to ensure 
our students have opportunities that support their learning and      
understanding of this diverse world.  We hope you will consider    
joining our PTO next year and provide input as to how we can        
continue to support our students and their learning experiences. 
 
I’d like to wish all of our Willard Families a safe and productive    
summer. I hope it’s filled with friends, family, and plenty of laughs 
and relaxation.  
 
 
 
Warmest Regards, 
Dr. Correia 
Principal 

Special 
Dates 

June 5 –Peck     
Library Visit 

June 5— Gr.1  
Author’s Tea 

June 7—Fifth 
grade party 

June 10—Gr.5 
Getting to know 
you day at 
McGee 

June 11—
Volunteer 
Breakfast      9
-10am 

June 12—GR.5 
Wax Museum 

June 14– Gr.4  
Minute To Win 
It 

June 14– LAST 
DAY OF 
SCHOOL Early  
Dismissal at 
12:45pm 

HAVE A GREAT    
SUMMER! 



   
 

 
 
Greetings Willard Families! 
 
As we come to the end of another successful year at Willard School, I would like to thank    
you for all you have done to support your child on his/her educational journey. Our success     
is in large part due to our partnership with our Willard Families! It was a privilege to      
witness the growth the children demonstrated throughout the year. Students were        
observed persevering through challenging tasks, working collaboratively to problem solve, 
and helping each other with many different things. With the help of teachers, specialists 
and support staff, many students discovered their passion for books, math, music, art, 
technology, and sports. Listening to the choral and band concerts, attending the art and 
literacy show, and watching Willard This Week were evidence of how far our students  
have come under the guidance of a very caring, dedicated and supportive staff. At Field 
Day, over 50 volunteers joined us to make it a fun and memorable day for students. This   
is another testament to the partnerships that makes our Willard School family so special. 
 
Kindness counts! Willard Pride was evident each and every day. Students and teachers  
were heard offering praise, kind words, and encouragement to others. Older students  
mentored younger students by serving as positive role models and helping them practice 
skills. Each act of kindness has the power to be exponential. One act can impact many       
people. Please remind your child to continue to show Willard Pride by being kind, safe,     
responsible, and respectful. Let’s continue to be ambassadors of kindness by spreading it 
throughout Berlin and everywhere we visit this summer.    
 
It is imperative that students continue to practice the math and literacy skills they worked 
so hard to acquire. Practicing these skills will ensure a smooth transition back to school in 
August. Providing children with engaging experiences, such as visiting a new place, building 
sand castles, counting shells, exploring new places through reading books, journaling,         
conducting small science experiments, and practicing math while cooking are just a few 
ways to make learning fun this summer. 
 
Have a wonderful summer. I hope you are able to relax and enjoy some time with family and 
friends. 
 
All the best, 
Megan Sirois                                         
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  Lead Teacher News 



 
 
Dear Willard Families: 
 
The children go outside every day weather permitting. Please dress your child     
appropriately for the day. Flip flops and high heeled sandals are not recommended 
as one can easily trip and injure toes and other parts of the body. This type of 
footwear is not appropriate for playground activity. If your child burns easily, as 
they go out every day, a little sunscreen in the morning on exposed areas should be 
fine to keep them safe for the short amount of time they are outside. We do not 
provide nor apply sunscreen. 
If you have a child with medication in the health room, I will send a note home in 
June reminding you to pick up medication that is here prior to or on the last day of 
school. Please be reminded that a new authorization from the doctor is needed for 
the fall in order to have medication in school.  I will send a new form home with the 
letter for pick up, but if you need one sooner please call or stop by.  Please be      
reminded that students cannot transport medication to or from school. 
 
Have a nice summer! 
Joanne Addamo, RN 
 

Physical Education 
 

Students in Grades K-2 have just completed Bucket Ball. 
During the last month of School they will be reviewing skills that they have been 
learning throughout the School year. 
 
Grades 3-5 will also be finishing the year reviewing Soccer, Basketball, Volleyball, 
and Base Sports. 
 
All Grade 4 and 5 students just completed our Spring Fitness Test. They did an 
amazing job. Our Field Day was May 23rd and the students did an awesome job!! 
 
 
Happy Summer, 
Mr. Sirois and Miss Deblasio 

Nurse’s Notes 



 

 
 

              Kindergarten 

 
 
READING: We are in the middle of our unit on nonfiction or informational texts. The    
students learned all about the text features of informational texts.  Headings, captions, 
photographs, table of contents, labels, diagrams, index, glossary, and bold words. Students 
learned how to ask questions as they read and recalled facts they learned. We are begin-
ning to make connections between texts and discuss main idea. The students are also          
learning about using their schema to decipher tricky words, and how to find more            
information on a topic they would like to learn more about. They use the apps Epic and  
PebbleGo to listen to nonfiction texts at their level and write facts about the new things 
they are learning.  We have also been learning a lot about different word families and how 
we use them to help us spell and read more words. We have focused specifically on –at,      
-et, -ip, -op, and –ug. We will be focusing on CVC words and short/long vowel sounds. 
 
MATH:  We are working on addition and subtraction. The students will continue to build 
upon the number sense they have acquired as the year has progressed during number talks, 
math lessons, and math stations.  They will play games like toss the chips, racing bears, 
bunny bowling, bears in the cave, and many more addition and subtraction stations to aid   
in addition and subtraction fluency. We focus on math vocabulary such as: addition, plus, 
more, in all, all together, subtraction, remove, take away, minus, and equation. We will     
explore story problems and focus on the math vocabulary to determine the correct        
operation to use. 
 
WRITING:  We are using writing tools and strategies to edit our written work more     
routinely.  We all researched a farm animal and wrote our own informational books on our 
chosen farm animals.  We will be recalled learned facts to incorporate in our farm animal 
books. We published these books and showcased them at our annual Publishing/Art Show 
here at Willard.  Our writers will be finishing the year working on personal narratives.    
We are reviewing the process of a personal narrative and how to incorporate time           
sequence words (first, then, next, last) into their writing to tell all about a fun day they 
had.   
 
SCIENCE: Current science topics include spring, plants, weather, and forces in motion. 
During our forces in motion unit we explored the different forces of push and pull. We 
drew pictures of pushes and pulls. We related these to the playground. Other push and  
pull stations we explored were launching marshmallows, bowling, cars, and fishing. They 
have learned a lot about the different things that happen in spring. The students planted 
their very own seeds. They made observations as they watched their plants grow each day. 
They learned what plants need to grow, the parts of a plant, the job that each part has    
to make a plant grow, how seeds travel, and that plants have a life cycle.    

 



First graders have been very busy in the past couple of months! 
 

In literacy, first graders have been studying characters in their 

books. They are bringing characters to life by paying close attention to the way    

an author writes, as well as the character’s feelings and traits. They have had the 

opportunity to preform for their classmates. First grade also attended a play where 

they saw characters Dragons Love Tacos come to life by actors. In reading work-

shop, first graders have been working hard to apply their decoding and compre-

hension skills to books independently and in small groups.  Their partner reading 

work has helped them to develop meaningful discourse with peers. First graders 

have worked so hard all year and are using all that they have learned as they  

tackle more challenging texts! 
 

In writing, first graders are finishing up their realistic fiction writing. During this unit,  

students created characters and developed stories with problems and solutions. 

They created characters that had several adventures across a series that even    

included chapters! Each first grade class has published a poetry book that can     

be seen at the Publishing Fair. At the end of the year, first graders at Willard have    

a very special afternoon where they showcase their writing. Our Author’s Tea will  

be in June, and students will blow families away with their writing! 
 

In math, first graders have been solving addition and subtraction story problems,  

including problems with missing parts. They have solidified their knowledge of    

combinations of ten through different math workshop activities. Students have      

also solved problems with multiple solutions. They are discovering techniques to    

be sure they have found all possible answers. First graders are continuing to work   

on math fact fluency. This year, students have gained vocabulary and the ability     

to compute numbers in different ways. They are able to share their strategies, 

through both oral and written communication. Through the use of Number Talks, 

students are ready to take on math in second grade! 
 

In social studies, first graders have been studying schools long ago. They have  

been comparing and contrasting what a day looked like in school a long time  

ago. We have learned that there were no electronics, no school buses, and no 

schools with multiple classrooms! The Connecticut Historical Society came in to     

tell us more about schools in Connecticut. They brought activities and crafts for    

students to recreate! 
 

We hope you have seen the same amazing growth in your first grader that we 

have! They have worked very hard to become more independent this year. We  

are so proud! Thank you for your continued support throughout the year! 

 
   

The Grade 1 Team 

                   Grade 1 



 

 
 

 
 

Reading: Second grade readers have been busy reading 
non-fiction books to learn more about a topic of interest. We used all we 
learned to write and publish an informational ebook. These books were shared 
at the Arts & Publishing Fair in May. We will end our year reading series books 
in book clubs and exploring figurative language with Poetry. 
 
Writing:  Students have much to be proud of with their writing! We have 
also been busy writing about our opinions about our favorite topics as well as 
book reviews. Students greatly enjoyed sharing their thoughts on the greatest 
restaurants, vacation spots, video games, and ice cream places. We will wrap up 
the year writing realistic fiction stories and writing poems. 
 
Math: Mathematicians have been busy noticing patterns,  forming conjec-
tures, justifying their thinking, and generalizing their ideas for patterns in 
math. We have been working on identifying fractional parts, using place value 
to solve story problems with 3-digits, and noticing patterns with even and odd 
numbers! We will wrap up the year with a unit on measurement. 
 
Science:  Students have been exploring our new science unit “Matter and  
Its Interactions”.  In this unit students planned for and constructed a shelter 
for the 4th Little Pig. Students considered the types, changes relative to   
temperature, and properties of matter in order to construct their final design. 
Each learning sequence provided students with additional insight in regards to     
matter and its structure. Throughout this unit students were challenged to   
engineer bridges, fly catchers, and inventions that fly! Students have loved   
exploring materials and how they work in order to build and create! 
 
Social Studies: Students have been discovering the History of Berlin! We 
have discovered the unique characteristics that have contributed to Berlin's 
identity: tin, clay, agriculture, dairy, paper, transportation, and geographical   
location in central Connecticut. We followed up on our learning with a visit to  
the Berlin Historical Society in April. Thank you, Ms. Gjerpen for arranging this 
trip for us! 

 
Other: A big “THANK YOU” to the Willard PTO for fully funding our field trip 
to Camp Sloper! Second graders enjoyed a hike through the woods to visit the 
Leatherman’s shelter, playing team building games, and speeding down the Super 
Slide! We had such a great time learning, laughing, and playing together! Thank 
you, PTO!  

 
               The Second Grade Teachers—Enjoy your summer! 
 

Grade 2 



          Grade 3 

Third graders have been working hard during the spring months and    

incorporating kindness into all parts of their day. Specifically, they have 

been working on thinking and communicating respectfully and thinking 

flexibly when it comes to working with their peers and completing aca-

demic tasks. With these focuses in mind, students have been taking 

more responsibility for their own learning as well as responsible risks. 
 

In reading, students just finished their animal research projects. This     

project consisted of students working in small groups and researching 

two different animals. While they researched two animals, each group member focused 

on just one subtopic to explore. While researching, students learned how their animals 

were both similar and different. Once the research was collected, students then worked 

on a Google Slides presentation. Each group member was responsible for creating their 

own set of slides that related to the subtopic they studied. Students then presented their 

Google Slides presentations to their classmates. Through this research project, students 

used what they knew about informational text features and read various informational 

texts, pulling out the main ideas and supporting details. 
 

 After gathering facts on their research animals, students then crafted an essay  

outlining the two animals that they studied and their chosen subtopic. Specifically,       

students used their notes to form complete thoughts. This required students to really     

think about their subtopic and ask questions to form theories. Once each animal          

paragraph was crafted, students then thought about the similarities and differences    

between the two animals that they studied. This was a great learning experience for    

students to understand what animals need in order to be protected and not become  

extinct. Students were able to think about real-world problems and develop solutions    

by gathering additional research on their animals. 
 

In math, students have continued working with larger numbers and multi-step 

problems. Specifically, students worked on solving multiplication problems with 2-digit 

numbers, solving division problems, learning their division facts and finally, identifying 

arithmetic patterns and solving multi-step problems. Students have also been working 

with the relationship between multiplication and division. Following this unit we will finish 

off the school year with a few project based activities involving all math skills learned this 

year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             Happy Summer! The Grade 3 Teachers 



                   Grade 4 

The fourth grade team is very proud of how hard the students have worked   
this year! They have grown so much and have made many gains, both socially and        
academically! 

 
In Reading Workshop, students have just completed a unit on historical fiction. 

They have worked hard to tackle complex texts by thinking critically about the     
characters, setting, and plot of their books. They have developed interpretations,  
discussed different themes and life lessons that they learned from these books,    
and made connections between their books and the real world. They have also spent   
a great deal of time learning about life in America during the mid-1800s, and they 
have become experts on Westward Expansion and the Oregon Trail.  Fourth graders 
have just started our final reading unit, which is all about biographies! They are    
currently reading about people who have made a difference in our world, and they  
are studying the challenges, influences, and accomplishments of these individuals. 

 
In Writing Workshop, students are currently in the middle of our historical 

fiction writing unit. After spending a great deal of time learning all about Westward 
Expansion and the Oregon Trail during Reading Workshop, the students are now     
using the information they learned to write in a historical fiction journal. Each      
student has been given an identity, and they are writing about their experiences 
along the Oregon Trail. Each day, they are presented with different fates and must 
make crucial decisions and learn how to work together to survive such a treacherous 
journey. As they write in their journals each day, they are continuing to pay atten-
tion to grammar, as well as editing and revising strategies that they have learned 
throughout the year. 

 
During the Math Workshop block, the students just completed a unit on       

geometry. They have learned all about linear measurement, measuring capacity,  
classifying polygons and angles, measuring angles, and area and perimeter. They  
have also been working on their problem solving strategies and their math facts. 
Students will be spending the remainder of the school year working on fun review 
activities using all of the information they have learned throughout this year! 

 
In geography, students have finished learning about the different regions    

of the United States. They learned about the natural resources, weather and      
climate, culture, and geographic features of each region. Fourth graders also had 
the opportunity to go to the Nathan Hale Homestead in Coventry, Connecticut to 
learn about colonial life. They participated in many different activities that let 
them   explore aspects of Nathan Hale’s life. 

 
In science, students are learning all about biomimicry! They are learning how 

to compare and contrast energy transfer in the natural and design worlds. They  
are also learning how energy is transferred from place to place by sound, light, 
heat, and electric currents. Students are involved in engaging and motivating      
experiments and are learning new concepts through hands-on experiences. 

 
                     Have fun this summer! The Grade 4 Team 



 
 
The fifth graders at Willard School have had many rich experiences the past few 

months.  Our fifth graders went to the Florence Griswold Art Museum down in Old Lyme.  
We had an opportunity to visit Miss Florence’s house, learn about art culture in Connecticut, 
and do some landscape painting.  The fifth graders also participated in field day! We had a 
great day and a lot of fun completing activities and working together. Congratulations to 
Miss Pesavento’s class for winning the fifth grade kickball tournament for the opportunity 
to play against the teachers during field day.  The fifth graders also had the opportunity to 
visit author Paul Volponi at McGee Middle School. The students were able to meet and listen 
to Mr. Volponi speak about reading and writing. Finally, our fifth graders will have their last 
field trip of the year to Camp Sloper. Our students will have the opportunity to complete 
many team-building activities and challenge themselves on different ropes courses.   
 

Reading: we just wrapped up our Social Issues unit and the students are completing 
digital PSAs to show their learned knowledge.  We are currently in our Argument and        
Advocacy unit. We are making claims about topics and supporting those claims with details 
and  examples from our research on a certain topic.   

 
 Writing: we have finished our work with Literary Essays.  We looked at small parts of 
an essay that were important or odd to us and looked into that small topic to make our own 
claim about that topic with evidence from the article. We also started our work with our   
Argument and Advocacy writing unit. 

 
 Math: we worked on creating visual models to represent multiplication and division     
of decimals. We have explored how to multiply and divide decimals with powers of 10 and   
how to use our knowledge of multiplication and division of whole numbers to help us with    
this topic. The students also completed all of their SBA computerized math assessments.  
We have continued to do Number Talks to help with critical thinking and discourse. 

 
Science: we are getting ready to take the NGSS test. This is an online assessment 

that students take only if fifth grade here at Willard. The students will also be starting    
our last science unit called Road Kill. We will be studying how decomposition works. 

 
 Social Studies: we are finishing up studying the Causes of the American Revolution. 
The students are looking into why the colonial citizens decided to break away from England. 
The fifth grade students are also starting to get ready for the Wax Museum. The Wax    
Museum is a culminating activity that displays our social studies curriculum.   

 
Good Luck Next Year at McGee!!!! 

 
 

GRADE 5 



                                                                                                                     

MATH DEPARTMENT       
This summer might be the perfect time to use a few simple strategies to teach your kids about the 
power of a “Growth Mindset.” 

I suggest you begin with a discussion about their brain. Kids need to know that our intelligence isn’t 
fixed – that it can change. It can get stronger or weaker depending on how much effort we are willing 
to apply. Lead them to understand that the brain is like a muscle that gets stronger with use and that 
learning prompts neurons in the brain to grow new connections much like a tree grows new branches. 

I suggest that you teach your kids that they can improve their potential and talents. Discuss with 
them that education is something that they have control over. Just as a baby isn’t born talking but 
learns over time, they don’t know everything but can learn over time with work. Teach them that   
people with a growth mindset believe that they can learn, change, and develop needed skills.  
Then they will be better equipped to handle inevitable setbacks, and know that hard work can help 
them accomplish their goals. 

Model a Growth Mindset 

A lot of how our students pick up on a growth mindset will be from observing and listening to you as 
their parent. It can be helpful to point out to kids how to recognize fixed mindset thoughts and how  
to replace them with growth mindset thoughts. One way is to focus on praising the ‘process’ or        
personal effort and any effective strategies used. This helps foster motivation by placing value on 
what students have done and what they need to do to continue to be successful. The simple act of 
praising effort, or the process the student took to learn, rather than ability, can have a     
dramatic effect on cultivating a growth mindset. 

Below are some ways you could phrase your feedback to your child to promote a growth mindset: 

    I see that you have been trying so hard at … 
    You are becoming more confident at …. 
    Good job taking on such a hard task … 
    You are taking on harder tasks and that must make you feel confident. 
    I like the way that you …. 
    You must have tried really hard at this. 
    I see that you are trying again, great thinking. 
    You remembered to use the procedure for …. 
    It must feel good to follow those steps you have taken. 
    What a brilliant way to approach the task. 
    I noticed you are thinking through the steps we discussed. 
    You were confident with the task and I know you will be with the next step. 
    I am watching the way you’re approaching this and I think your effort is outstanding. 

Developing a growth mindset will take consistency over time. You will know that your kids are     
implementing the growth mindset when you see them becoming more persistent, not focusing on 
their own failure much at all but instead thinking of their mistakes as problems to be solved! 

 

 

 

Karen Schroder, Math Specialist 



          Technology Integration   
 
 
Greetings from the world of technology, here at Emma Hart Willard School. Every day we 
are seeing new, exciting, and effective uses of technology across every grade level. Our 
teachers are integrating technology into their instruction to support student learning and 
prepare students for the their future. 
 
Robots and coding! Students in grades K-5 are learning the foundations of programming, all 
the while practicing persistence and creative problem solving. They have been solving coding 
challenges and learning about loops, functions, and conditionals. We are using all kinds of 
tools in our learning, including Beebots, LEGOs and Dash robots. 
 
In Kindergarten, students are authoring books about Farm Animals. Boys and girls are       
selecting from a variety of photographs to share their learning about goats, pigs, chickens 
and more. Students are also learning to make books on their iPads about their favorite 
stuffed animals. 
 
In Grade 1, students wrote and recorded book reviews. They have shared their book reviews 
and created QR stickers for them so future first graders can enjoy their reviews as well. 
Grade 1 students have also been incorporating the Osmos into their math workshop. 
 
Grade 2 students researched a topic of their choice and then used the app Book Creator to 
create an interactive eBook about their subject. Students in Grade 2 continue to hone their 
keyboarding skills with weekly practice. 
 
Third grade continue to integrate Google apps into their classwork. Students learned how    
to peer edit on the computer, and launched water rockets into the stratosphere. Students   
in Grade 3 continue to hone their keyboarding skills with weekly practice. 
 
Grade 4 students continue to integrate Google apps into their daily learning. They recently 
created slidedecks about Revolutionary War figures and events, which they presented to 
their peers. They continue to write and record our weekly newscast, Willard This Week; it    
is always available on our website, and I highly recommend you check it out! 
 
Grade 5 students have learned to craft and edit their own movies using WeVideo; they have 
created wonderful Public Service Announcements. Students are making other movies as well, 
including Story Trailers in Library and Clips for the Wax Museum. 
 
If you have any questions about what you can do at home to use technology to support your 
child’s growth and development, please feel free to contact Eljah Clapp at 860-828-4151 or 
eclapp@berlinschools.org. 

Elijah Clapp, Technology Specialist 

 

 

 

mailto:eclapp@berlinschools.org


 
 

 

I cannot believe that my first year at Willard is already coming to a close. Where has the 
time gone?!? As we begin to wrap up for the year I am asking each family to make their best 
effort to locate and return any missing library books as soon as possible.  Book checkout has 
finished for the year and inventory needs to be completed before the end of the year. Get-
ting the books back quickly will help expedite the inventory process. 
 
Just because the students will not be borrowing books for the last weeks of school, the Ber-
lin Peck Library is open all year round!  They will have many great programs planned for the 
summer, and your children can keep up with their reading while participating in the READ 
AND BEAD program. Information will be coming home with your children soon. You can also 
find the info at http://www.berlinpeck.org/ or the NEW Willard Learning Commons website 
https://sites.google.com/berlinschools.org/ehwillardlc . 

 
The Willard Learning Commons website is now up and running (See address above)! Check it 
out to see book reviews written by students, online resources, summer reading suggestions, 
Nutmeg Book information, and author websites, including a link to next year’s visiting author, 
Sarah Weeks! If you have some time this summer, you should head over to Peck Library and 
check out some of Sarah’s books.  There are summaries of her books at 
https://sarahweeks.com/books/ . 

 
As your family members are reading this summer, please consider taking a “shelfie” - a selfie 
with you enjoying a book wherever you may be: the beach, the backyard, camping, cuddled up 
on the couch, a foreign country, etc. Send these “shelfies” to me at 
dpoole@berlinschools.org . I will be printing them out and displaying them for a back to 
school bulletin board at the start of the new school year! You can follow me on Twitter 
@DeniseMPoole to see shelfies of me and my own children enjoying our favorite books! I 
have also created a flipgrid that you can access here:  https://flipgrid.com/d609a4e4 . 
When you get to the flipgrid, you and your child can record a brief book talk about the great 
books you read this summer!  The settings on this grid are set so that only our Willard    
Family can see them. 

 
 
Thank you for making my first year at Willard a great one! Have a safe, relaxing summer and 
KEEP READING!!! 
 

 

 

 

Denise Poole, Library Specialist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library News 
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Reading Department 

“Summer reading loss refers to the decline in children's reading development that can occur 
during summer vacation times when children are away from the classroom and not participat-
ing in formal literacy programs.” (Allington & McGill-Franzen, 2003). 

 
 

By encouraging your child to read every day,they will be more likely 
to maintain the skills acquired during the school year 

and may even increase a reading level or more! 
 

Creative and Fun Ways to Prevent Summer Reading Loss! 

Kristin Piraneo, Literacy Specialist 
 

"The more that you read, the more things you will know. 
The more you learn, the more places you'll go." — Dr. Seuss 

 
Make reading part of your daily routine! Set aside a 20-30 minute chunk of time for read-
ing every day. It is very powerful if all members of the household participate. Consider adding 
a bit of variety to your daily reading! Participate in a choral read - everyone reads simultane-
ously, with one voice. Listen to your child read aloud or have your child listen to a family mem-
ber read aloud. Have family members alternate reading one page or paragraph at a time. Have 
each reader find a comfortable spot in the house and silently read a book of choice. 

Build your young reader’s foundational skills! Teach your child a nursery rhyme or song or 
review the alphabet by singing it,  chanting it,  or clapping it! Point out print in your child's 
environment:  cereal boxes,  food labels,  toys,  restaurant menus,  traffic signs… 

Have fun with alliteration! Alliteration is when words that start with the same sound are used 
repeatedly in a phrase or sentence. You can even have fun creating tongue twisters! Examples 
of common ones are, “She sells seashells by the sea-shore." and "Peter Piper picked a peck of 
pickled peppers." 

Expand your vocabulary by taking a walk outside and describing your environment using 
vivid language. For example, use color names (burnt-orange, goldenrod, aquamarine) to describe 
nature. Observing a pond or waterfall? Perhaps words like frothy, glimmering, misty, or glis-
tening are appropriate. Try this same technique when visiting a museum, aquarium, or zoo! 

Supply writing materials (colorful paper or stationery,  markers,  colored pencils) for your 
child to write a story. For younger readers, paste photos or magazine pictures on construction  
paper.  



Reading Department cont. 

Have your child label the pictures, write a sentence or story about the picture, or con-
sider adding captions or speech bubbles. 

Participate in a scavenger hunt! Look for objects in your home,  at the park,  on a 
long car ride, that begin with the first letter of your child’s name: “J is for Jack—what 
else starts with J? Jelly, jar, juice…” For older students turn read-aloud stories into 
a scavenger hunt. Have your child look for adjectives,  nouns or verbs or words fol-
lowing a specific spelling pattern 

Read a recipe, look for the ingredients, and cook together! Tell and show each step 
of the cooking process. Later, encourage your child to explain the steps for making this 
recipe. For older readers, let them SHOW you or a sibling how to make the recipe! 

Talk with your child daily about books, daily life, and the world! Ask questions that 
require more than a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ response. When conversing with your child, use sophisti-
cated words that will stretch their thinking and expand their vocabulary. Read the news-
paper together. Point out interesting pictures and articles to your child and read 
and discuss the text. Read the comics and explain how the writer uses humor to engage 
the reader. 

Have fun with your neighbors! Start a book club with other families! Consider having 
your book club meetings in unique places: at the beach, inside a tent in the backyard,, by 
a campfire… Play word games (Boggle, Scrabble, Mad Libs, Hedbanz for Kids, Charades, 
Sight Word Bingo, Hangman…) Many word games have junior versions for our younger 
readers. 

Resources: for Parent: 

http://www.cal.org/caela/tools/program_development/elltoolkit/Part3-
23LiteracyActivitiesintheHome.pdf 
https://www.oxfordlearning.com/preventing-summer-reading-loss/ 
http://www.pbs.org/parents/education/read/ 
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/get-ready-summer-ideas-teachers-share-
families 



 
 Greetings from the music department! The end of the year 
has brought with it many joyful experiences for our musicians at Willard school. On May 16, 
the 5th Grade Chorus put on an amazing show, performing some of Willard’s favorites such  
as “Seasons of Love” and “Time of Your Life.” Congratulations to Mr. Farrell and the 5th 
Grade Chorus on an amazing show.  
 The 4th and 5th Grade Bands were in concert on May 22, 2019. Also performing was 
the Afternoon Adventures Jazz Band. The fourth grade paid tribute to one of their beloved 
classmates, Destiny Lopez through music, performing the piece “Batter Up.”  
 The bands played a total of nine pieces, and were recognized with a standing ovation 
at the end of their performance. Congratulations 4th and 5th Grade bands!  
 Third grade students just wrapped up a unit on learning the instruments of the       
orchestra, ending with a trip to Berlin High School. At BHS, third grade students were   
able to try out all of the instruments offered at Willard School in preparation for 4th Grade 
Band!  
 All music students, Kindergarten-5th Grade, are preparing for their performance at 
the UPBEAT picnic on Thursday, May 30. We hope to see you all there!  
 
Yours Musically,                               
Mrs. Lawson and Mr. Farrell 

 

 

      Art Department 

 

 This year's Annual Fine Arts Night was another huge success!  It was very well at-

tended and received.  Thank you again to the PTO for providing the delicious snacks.  Miss 

Szmurlo has completed her student teaching experience and graduated from CCSU after 

her last day here!  The fifth grades enjoyed their time spent at the Florence Griswold Mu-

seum, touring the boarding house and grounds, and painting outside on the beautiful 

grounds.  Have a wonderful and restful summer everyone!  

 

Kristen Vernon 

 

The Berlin Public School District is committed to a policy of equal opportunity and affirmative action for all qualified        
persons and does not discriminate in any educational program, activity, employment or promotional opportunities on the   
basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, religion or any other basis prohibited by Connecticut state and/or 
federal nondiscrimination laws. Inquiries regarding the Berlin Public School District’s non-discrimination policies should be 
directed to Denise Parsons, Title IX Coordinator, Berlin Public Schools, 238 Kensington Road, Berlin, CT 06037.Telephone 
860-828-6581. 

Music Department 


